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Edith is an internationally recognized translational researcher and cancer specialist, Professor of Medicine 
at Mayo Clinic and Director of the Mayo Clinic Breast Cancer Translational Genomics Program.  Experiences 
include leadership in academic and biopharmaceutical environments, added to focus philanthropic, 
contributions to effective patient care through patient care, translational research and educational 
endeavors. These activities have been local, national, and global in scope. Mentorship and focused 
philanthropic activities has also been hall marked of her career.

Edith’s career has spanned from her medical school in PR, electives while student at Mt. Sinai Hospital in 
NY, residency and fellowship training in California, academic career at Mayo Clinic, and 3 year-period of 
experience in the biopharmaceutical industry (Vice President BioOncology U.S. Medical Affairs, Cancer 
Immunotherapy Governance Committee, Medical Leadership Team, Joint Oncology Leadership Team at 
Genentech). Moreover, she has been active in ASCO, AACR, added to a wide range of committees and 
projects with the Institute of Medicine, the NCI, and Stand Up to Cancer. Some of these include 
membership or leadership in Program Committees, Guidelines, Government Affairs Finance, Disparities 
Councils, amongst many others. Activities with the NCI have included full involvement and leadership in 
the Cancer Cooperative system, membership in the Board of Scientific Advisors (BSA)and the Clinical and 
Translational Trials Committee (CTAC), to name a few. She is frequently invited to lecture at national and 
international meetings across the globe.  Known for her integration of basic science, trial work, and patient 
management – Edith is often a key note speaker who inspires the health care professional audiences and 
patients.  She has been honored by receiving many scientific and humanitarian awards over the years and 
is known for her strategic vision in designing innovative clinical trials, her passion / voice of the patient, and 
her strong team leadership.

Added to academic and biomedical industry pursuits, Edith is the co-developer of the 26.2 National 
Marathon to Finish Breast Cancer (breastcancermarathon.com), with goals to raise funds for underserved 
women and genomics/immunologic translational cancer research. More than 10,000 families have 
received assistance from the proceeds and more than $ 4M raised for cancer research.

Edith earned her medical degree from the University of Puerto Rico School of Medicine in San Juan and 
completed her residency in internal medicine at the Loma Linda University Medical Center in California. 
She served as general internist in the Division of National Health Services Corps, Los Angeles, and 
completed her Hematology/Oncology fellowship at the University of California, Davis School of Medicine. 
Edith also pursued additional leadership, management and executive development at The Wharton 
School of the University of Pennsylvania and Harvard Kennedy School in Boston. Dr. Perez is board certified 
in internal medicine, medical oncology and hematology.


